High Flying Sailors Visit
Port Townsend and Port Ludlow

Acrobatics and Ballet in the Rigging
By Richard Hazelton

Its always fun when the circus
b e mwe ek
that’s truly something differer

Delphine and Franck Rabile let

ttany, France in 2004, to_ explore
T B s o Gin
Fizz, designed by Michael Joubert, the
37-foot sloop La Loupiote (Little Light).
Like most cruisers, they needed to think

performances. They have created two
silent. productions, initially for the
Society of the old quays of Montréal
(where the couple performed over 150
shows) inspired by circus, dance and
theater, performed on their sailboat.
Their first show, “The Navigators,”
influenced by Buster Keaton and silent
films, is a perody of navigationl

along the way. Franck had grown up
with a circus background and he and
Delphine were doing acrobatics just for
fun. “We had the idea that we could
combine our two passions, sailing and
acrobatics,” said Delphine.

Their school-bus-yellow  boat
has a flush deck which gives them
the platform for their spectacular act,
And, of course, the rigging provides a
ready made stage for performing their
aerial acrobatics. Asked if they’d done
any special rigging, Delphine replied,
“There is no special rigging. The stress
we put on it is nothing compared to
sailing.”

After having performed in France,
Spain, Portugal, Morocco, Caribbean
Dt et conics, Bemuian

Costa Rica, Mexico and
Havealt elands, Delphine and Franck
pulled into British Colombia for the
summer to present their two unusual

that ke fun at the
risnere ot e o

The secomd show, “Betweon Wing
s ol ol it uste fenele
relationships in a spectacle of aerial
choreography and acrobafics in a duet
that ranges from love, humor and
poetry to earth, sea and sky.

The shows are suitable for
audiences of all ages and last 20
minutes each. They are free, but the
artists are not paid for their work and
invite the public to make donations
to help them and their fwo daughters
Ondja (3) and Loéva (1) continue their
great adventure around the world.

Seattle sailor Bob Connel
spearheaded their visit

fownsend. “The reason I got involved
was that I read an article about them,
saw that they were going to be in the
Salish Sea for part of the summer and
the article stated that people willing to
host them should drop them an email.

We attempted to get them into the Port
of Seattle but it had to be during Boat
week in early June and they had not yet

ived from Hawaii. They have spent
the last month or so between Victoria
and Vancouver and told me they were
heading south again the first week of
September, so 1 called Point Hudson
and made some slip reservations.
They are chasming paople” Affec Port

Photos by Aunick Gauthier

The Rabiliers, L-R:
Delphine, Ondja,
Loéoa and Franck.

September, then continue on to Mexico
and west to Polynesia and New
Zealand.

1f you'd like to host them for
future shows in your area, additional
information is available on their

day: s o Port Lo

‘After their visit to the Northwest,
the Rabiliers plan to sail down to
San Francisco at the beginning of

website for La Loupiote:

Port Townsend
August 19 and 20, 2011
Point Hudson Marina
5:00 The Navigators
7:00 Between Wing and Island
Port Ludlow
Au.gust 23,24, 25,2011

email: laloupiote@gmail.com

7 m Between Wing and Island

Be Our Guest!

Guest boat slips only
75-cents/foot/night

Portofeverett.com =
Tulalipresort.com e g S \ N e el

nwrig@criw,com
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Sailboat stage

for some super
acrobatics

Two swinGEeRs: Husband and wife from
rance take their act before the mast

i
u Special event

La Loupiote

, Where: Dockin front of
* Granville Island Public Market

When: Today-Sunday, July 6-10,
Aug. 3-7 & 10-14, shows 5:30 &
7:30 pam.

Tickets: Free to the public. By
donation (excepttoday), vollier-
spectacle.comand granvilleis-
land.com

BY DANA GEE

i THE PROVINGE
|
: This summer a pair of French
swingers will be calling Granville
Island home.

And they hope members of the
public will drop by and see them.
| Now, for the record, Franck and
Delphine Rabillier do theirswinging
offtheir boat’s mast, boom and rig-
ging. Theyare a unique pair ofacro-
bats whose stage is the 37-foot sail-
boat the La Loupiote.

“We started long ago because we

More @TheProvince.com
® For the next few weeks the water
in front the Granville Island Public
Market will be home to French
performers Franck & Delphine Rabil-
lier who use their sailboat as a
stage for a unique marriage of
theatre and acrobatics. Dana Gee of
DGTV got a sneak peak of the pairin
action. Check out the video at
theprovince.com

Both lovedsail 4 Pl

French

wemixed them,” said Franck.

Since setting sail from Plouer Sur
Rance innorth of Brittany in France
in 2004 the couple have logged
20,000 nautical miles around the
globe.

Joining them on their journey are
their two daughters Ondja, 3, and
11-year-old Loéva.

Before landing here at Granville
Island, the family spent 18 days
crossing the Pacific from Hawaii.

“It’s anice time because itis fami-
lytime;” said Franck as hiskids, who

La Loupiote at Granville Island on Wednesday.

hesaid wasted no time finding the.
landlubbers playground when they
arrived, played below deck. “We are
all together, We have time to play
together. We like it.”

The couple say they have no imme-
diate plans to permanently dock.
That decision depends on their
health, the children and how they
doas afamily.

‘While there is plenty of time outin
the open ocean the couple quick-

bats and sailors Franck and Delphine Rabillier perform a series of stunts aboard th

JASON PAYNE — POSTMEDIA

ly points out that that time is spent
focused on the safety of the jour-
ney.

“On the'ocean, itisnotthe time to
create,” said Franck.

“Yes, we need to stop to create
shows,” added Delphine.

Here for this leg of their adventure
the highly skilled and emotive pair
will be doing two 20-minute shows
each day. The first one is the very
funny “Navigator,” a Buster Keaton

boat

inspired parody ofa captainand his
crew. The second show is a beauti-
ful, high-flying aerial ballet about
the relationship between men and
women entitled “Between Wingand
Island.”

“It’s universal what we are doing,”
said Delphine. “We did it in Moroc-
co and the reception is the same as
Montreal or anywhere.”

dgee@theprovince.com
twitter.com/dana_gee
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Two shows this weekend

From page 49

The second show is
called Between Wing and
Island and begins at 8 p.m.

La Loupiote will be
anchored approximately
10 metres from shore,
clearly visible, and the
best spot to watch from
will be by the Garden Bay
Pub and Marina. After the
show is over, the two like
to visit with the audience,
answer questions and pass
the hat for donations that
will finance their journey.

After Pender Harbour
they sail to performances on
Salt Spring Island and Sidney,
and then south to the US.
west coast. Its a pity they
could not stop in Gibsons
for Sea Cavalcade, but s the
performers note, it took a
year of advance contacts to
set up the current shows.
Find out more about the trav-
elling acrobats at ywww.yoilier
spectacle.com.

FHOTO SUBMITTED
Acrobat Delphine Lechifflart
performs against a
Portuguese sunset.

Friday, July 15, 2011 e Coast Reporter o 51

" TRAVELLING PERFORMANCE

Acrobatic couple sail to Garden Bay

JAN DEGRASS
Arts & Entertainment Writer.

In 2004, the acrobatic French cou-
ple of Delphine Lechifflart and Franck
Rabilier embarked on a lifelong dream.
They fixed up a halffinished boat
they had bought, and they sailed from
Europe with their daughter (now 11)
in La Loupiote across the Atlantic then
south to the Caribbean on the first leg.
of their journey around the world. On
the way their family grew, and they
now have a -y

known no home but the sailboat.

“When we met, we dreamed of sail-
ing together,” said

Many couples might share this
‘romantic notion, but what
couple unique is their ability to per-
form aerial acrobatics at ports on
their voyage, utilizing their boat as a
stage visible to audiences on shore.
Together, they perform gravity-defy-
ing acts of grace and strength told in
stories of interest to kids and adults.

The two have worked together for
20years; Rabilier was tr: inFrance

in circus arts and he taught Lechifflart
aerial performance skills. They both
took more training in Switzerland, and
also appeared in theatre productions.

Recently they've been showing
their talents at Vancouver's Granville
Island. This week the couple will sail
to Pender Harbour to give two per-
formances on Saturday, July 16 and
Sunday, July 17. The first show, The
Navigators, is about 20 minutes long
and starts at 6 p.m.

See TWO SHOWS page 51
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‘Cirque du sail’ comes to area harbors

Sailors Delphine Lechifflart and Franck Ral
on their sailboat La Loupiote in both Port Townsend and Port Ludlow this
week. Submitted photo

perform acrobatic moves

As they slowly make their
way around the world, French
sailors Delphine Lechifflart
and Franck Rabilier perform
“high-wire” circus acts from
the rigging of their 40-foot
sloop, La Loupiote. Their
next two performance stops
are in Port Townsend at
Point Hudson, 103 Hudson
St., on Friday and Saturday,
Aug. 19-20; and at the Port
Ludlow Marina, 1 Gull
Drive, from Tuesday through
Thursday, Aug. 23-25.

Trained in the circus arts
as a youngster, Rabilier grew
up to be an engineer. Once he
met the athletic Lechifflart,
the two began to practice
acrobatic routines just for
fun. Later, they decided to
buy a sailboat and create

specxal shows performed
using the mast, boom, rig-
ging and other parts of their
sailboat as a stage to exhibit
their acrobatics prowess.

- Having begun their cruise
in Brittany, France, in 2004,
the duo has performed in
hundreds of harbors from the
Great Lakes to Martinique,
west to Panama and north to
Mexico. They are currently en
route from British Columbia
to San Francisco before head-
ing to Hawaii.

Their first show, “The
Navigators,” is inspired by
Buster Keaton and silent
films, and is a parody of
navigational maneuvers
that poke fun at the mis-
haps of maladroit naviga-
tors. It is presented at 5

p.m. at both locations.

The second  show,
“Between  Wing  and
Island,” deals with male-
female relationships in a

WL

tacle of aerial ch g
raphy and acrobatics that
ranges from love, humor
and poetry to earth, sea
and sky. It is presented in
both locations at 7 p.m.

The shows are suitable
for audiences of all ages
and last 20 minutes each.
They are free. but the art-
ists are not paid for their
work, and a hat is passed
for donations to help them
and their two daughters con-
tinue their great adventure
around the world. Additional
information is available at
voilierspectacle.com.

|

!

¢ ATAMS

JuswiueLelUs '8 SLy JepesT eyl | LLOg '©c-/L 1snbny



°- A WEEKEND
OF WOWS

5 18GS S ‘cRAZY
Gty w0

Eastern Seaboard braces [
for Hurricane Irene’s fury |8
vosix o
i
o e
o




A0 News

< Acrobats

FROM AL
STRETCHING THEIR
SEA LEGS

French acrobats bring
sailboat show to town

‘ements," said Lechifflart, 41.
How it began

Te SeattleTimes | FRIDAY, AUGUST 26, 2011

tiously, aking dasse nacro-
bats and thearerand learning
specifctechniques

Lechif-
flart and Rabilier’s is the stuff
‘of novels. They metin Paris in
1992 through frends while

owncomp w, La Loupiote
Qwhich mians “smalllght*in
Old French), to mix circus

studying art
history at the school of the
My Louvre, Rabilier

and theater.
on strcets andin theaters,
b

honing theirskills.
“They also had

ling. Both

tang, but

twoyoung daughters have
visited, Lechifflart said their

where,
Rabilier, 43, went toa cir-
. hild

i

had sailed with their families
s children and longed to get
backon the water. In 2000,

about performing.

Delphine Le-
chifflart and
Franck Rabilier
do their acro-
batic show
Wednesday on
their sailboat,
La Loupiote.
The couple will
perform Satur-
day and Thurs-
day at Ellott
Bay Marina in
Seattle.

Acrobatics
on a sailboat

Delphine Lechiffart and
Franck Rabiller wil perform
“The Navigators” at 5:30
p.m. and “Between Wing
and fsland” at 7:30 p.m.
Saturday and Thursday at
Elliott Bay Marina, 2601 W.
Marina Place, west of Per 51
In Magnola

The shows are open o the
public, and the couple’s boat

in Reims, il d
from Paris, and caughtthe wasborn, they boughta half- Wi lkely be docked on 6 of.
! ing bug. Hisparents | nished, 3
i , butin our nt More nformation:
sailboat,”she said duri g fnishingit. Thepi i
1 me L [t olnien : -
land in Britsh Columbia. "As  stead. ot more accurately, the. navigation;”as Lechifilart performers. The couple use
n. calls .10 2007 they raveled but

erywhere, we choose to ra-

ingwas kindled. After meet-
ing Lechifflart, Rabilier start-

propa.

They werepaidfortheirper-
omanees s bt

though, isweather. The pos-

‘hat for donations. The family.

acrobatics. At | They went or tour in 2004, -he muomngm mbewm\
ing "W i ! fun, but sibilityof windand waves liveson about $800 amonth
ing alone on the. t o rv in .\\val{[lmhmhufmuecond i
th el ‘France, Portugal and Moroc- d'\ugh(cr Ondja, now 3. Ashowin ),
co. Iniially, they e wiher O i i
theword Tfeof while eating in restaurants.
numudulanpiom But it ibbean. Rain Lechiffart
“The i id, and they plan to travel
lukewarm about theirwork,  Navigators,"a Buster Keaton- “The natual elements are and perform indefinitely.
Lechifflat said, making it dif- _influenced parody that pokes  ourenemy orourpartner,”  “Wecanlive withouta lot
and “Be- “It'ssobeau-  of thi lotof
8 tween ra money,” she said. “We won't
ing, berich,butic i
m uxhemrm certain plm relationships. k ifthere is
m] (uImrL " she sa(dv "WE vastly different from being an  it's diffieult for us.” (http://threesheetsnw.com), a
::re perfomingn shatbo,  acics soge eciftar - The hows : s Yo spam o
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Lois and Glark Ruggles, of Port Ludlow, prepare to watch the hushand-and-wife acrobatic team La Loupiote
perform on their sailboat Wednesday in Port Ludlow, Jefferson County.
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CIRCUS ON A BOAT

Sailing acrobats hang
out in Santa Cruz

By JESSICA
Jpasko@santacruzsentinel. com

SANTA CRUZ — Delphine
Lechifflart and Franck Rabil
ier left their home in north-
‘western France in 2004 to sail
the open seas and perform
eral acrobatics suspended
from ot yellow sail-

The couple has performed

South America and North

ica.

‘They're currently touring
California, with a slate of
shows in the Bay Area before
‘heading south to Los Ange-
les. This week, their travels
‘brought them to Santa Cruz
Harbor for two days of shows
sponsored by the Santa Cruz
Yacht Club.

 The couple performs awe-

BILLLOVEIOY/SENTIEL

Delphine Lechifflart and Franck Rabilier, who have performed on their boat around the world since
In 2004, perform Saturday

‘boom, rigging and other parts
of their boat, La mupma. o
French for “small light.”
o i
s ot e pnaye, £t
their youngest
withthem when she was ]us!

amor
et daughter, 11, Is howme.
schooled on the boat and she
Pt i
family’s shows.

Lechifflart dreamed of
becoming a clown or an
logistasa child, before
studying scenics and eventu-
ally getting into performing

Her hushand began his
coreer n englnoaring before
training in circus arts.

Calling their performanc
“Girque du Sl the couple

rm solely for donations,
‘which allow them to continue
their i

Dozens of people packed
the deck outside Aldo’s Har-

evening but La Loupiote man-
aged to brighten the day as

show inspired by old silent
movies called, appropriately,
e

Children ofall ages squealed
as the two combined slapstick
‘humor with tight-rope walk-
gands Il it of rapere
style X
Tk you very much,”
said Rabilier as they finished
their afternoon performance.
“Weleft France with the hope
of sharing our hearts all over
and your donations allow us
m com_lnlle to share our sto-

"The couple performed to
an original soundtrack by a
French musician, and there
‘were copies for sale at Satur-

id

I
Evena theshow.

£ and

Ttwasagray,

BILLLOVEIOY/SEHTINEL
Franck Rabilier and Delphine Lechifflart perform on their boat in
the harbor Saturday afternoon.

dock to watch

day
Later Saturday, the two
o scheduled to perform a
rt of romantic ballet called
“Between Wing and Island,”
‘which combines aerial chore-
ography with acrobatics, love
and humor, according to the
description.
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CONTRIBUTED
The French acrobat troupe La Louplote will perform two shows on a sailboat in the Santa Cruz harbor
on Friday and Saturday.

Acrobatics on a boat

Sentinel staff report

A family of French acrobats
will perform this weekend in
Santa Cruz, on an unusual
stage. The troupe La Loupi-
ote will present two shows of
acrobatics on the rigging of

a sailboat in the Santa Cruz
Small Craft Harbor.

The shows will take place
Friday and Saturday after-
noons on the Aldo’s side of the
‘harbor. At4:30 p.m. each day,
the group will perform “The
Sailors,” an acrobatic clown

show, and at 6 p.m. each day,
the performers return with
“Between Wing and Island,”
aromantic duet performance.
Donations are requested for
the show. For more informa-
tion on La Loupiote, go to
www.voilierspectacle.com.
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TBC

It could be because
of chance, or maybe
just luck but La Paz
residents are in for
a treat, Cirque du
Soleil style, thanks
to the amazing
organizational skills of
Arnold Candray.

Last August, Arnold
Candray had the
privilege of watching
a remarkable
performance by &
French acrobatic team
(Delphine  Lechifflart
and Franck Rabilier)
at a marina in Seattle, Washington.
Lechifflart and Franck have sailed
worldwide, including the Caribbean,
South America and Europe and have
performed their splendid acrobatic
routine with musical accompaniment and
colored lights on their 40-foot sailboat,
Laloupiote,

Lechifflart and Franck

They perform on Laloupiote. It is also
their home.

After their performance in Seattle,
Candray, who owns a home here in La
Paz, had the opportunity to meet the
French couple and found out they had
plans to head down the Baja. Candray,
so impressed with their show, made
contact with local marina owners in

FRENCH COUPLE SETTO PERFORM
ACROBATIC SHOW FROM THEIR

La Paz to see if there
was a chance to have
Lalopiote sail into the
bay of the city and host
a few performances.

The pieces seem to be
falling into place and
at press time, Marina
de La Paz (January
20th & 21st) and Marina
Palmira (January 27th
& 28th) have stepped
forward with offers of
boat slips for actual
show  performances.
Other dates could be
scheduled as other
marinas in the city have
been in talks as well.
Please check the January 9" edition of
the Baja Citizen for confirmed dates
and times of the performances aboard
Laloupiote.

Lechifflart and Franck perform for free,
but pass a hat for donations. The show at
Marina de La Paz, for example, will have
30% of donations received earmarked for
FANLAP, Fundacion Ayuda los Nifios de
La Paz. Their performances generally run
20 minutes long.

Thank-you to Candray for his continued
support in bringing LaLoupiote to La Paz.
If you would like to learn more about
Lechifflart and Franck, head to their
webpage at:

www.voilierspectacle.com. w
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New Year
To All Of
Our Readers!
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Your Community Newspaper.

%173 PUBLISHER: Hally J.

oductions S. de R.L. EDITOR: Gari-Elién Donohoe

CIRQUE LA LOUPIOTE IN
MARINA DE LA PAZ

Dates have been set! (where the couple performed over
150 shows) inspired by circus, dance
After having performed in France, Spain,  and theater on a sailboat, They are
Portugal, Morocco, Caribbean Islands, using the mast, boom, rigging and *
Eastern Canada, Bermudas, Panama, other parts of theirsailboat as stage
Costa Rica, Mexico, Hawaii Islands, and  to exhibit their acrobatics prowess.
West coast of the state, French acrobats

Delphine Lechifflart and Franck Rabilier ~ Their first show, “The Sailors”,
have pulled into La Paz for January to inspired by Buster Keaton and silent
present two unusual performances. They  films, is a parody of navigational
created twossilent productionsinitiallyfor -~ maneuvers that pokes fun at the
the Society of the old quays of Montreal Continues on page 19 Lechifflart and Franck
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